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An independent, chartered, 
nonprofit organization committed 
to the development of Qatar and 
its people.

Founded in 1995 by HH the Emir 
Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al-Thani

Chairperson: HH Sheikha Mozah bint 
Nasser Al-Missned

QATAR FOUNDATION
for Education, Science and Community Development
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QATAR FOUNDATION
Mission and Vision

Qatar Foundation is guided by the principle that a nation’s true 
wealth is its people. Our goal is to develop that human 
potential:

- by creating a network of centers committed to delivering first-rate
education, supporting science and research and promoting
community development

- by partnering with world-class educational and research institutions

- by building a unique Education City, featuring state-of-the-art
technology and facilities, that is a hub for the creating, sharing and 
finding practical uses of knowledge
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QATAR 
Some facts

GDP: $116.9 billion (2008 est.) 

GDP per Capita: $103,500 (2008 est.)

2.8% GDP dedicated to support Research & Development
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- Early Years Education

- Specialized Education Program

- Primary, Secondary, College   
Preparatory Programs

- University Branch Campuses

- Public Policy Research

- Commercial Research and 
Development

- Community Outreach

QATAR FOUNDATION
Serving the whole citizen
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VCU-Q: Fashion, Textiles Design & Testing, design sector 
mapping, Design Zone for Qatar. Current public sector 
consulting and design contracts.

WCMCQ: Leadership in addressing important biomedical 
research and healthcare needs targeting Women & Children 
Health; developing best possible research and training 
opportunity for next generation of biomedical physician-
scientists in Qatar, utilizing molecular and genetic medicine 
approaches. 

TAMUQ offers a research program and will offer graduate 
science and engineering degrees; Research Centers emphasis 
on Environment, Process Safety, Petroleum Reservoirs, 
Telecommunications. and Power. Collaborative research with 
Q-Tel, Suncor, RasGas.
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7

CMUQ: International prominence in computer science and 
management; academic and interdisciplinary cutting-edge 
research. Solid contribution to enabling and platform 
technologies

Georgetown School of Foreign Service in Qatar Center for 
International & Regional Studies: Seminars and specialized 
lectures on current and long-term important issues of regional 
and international concern

Faculty of Islamic Studies: Prepares intellectually, and 
technically capable graduates, who can relate Islamic legacy to 
modern challenges and their solutions.
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Northwestern University in Qatar: Journalism and 
Communications programs
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Strategy 1: Lead the initiation and coordination of research entities within
Education City that will put Qatar on the map of science and technology (Lead 
by Example)

Strategy 2: Raise the profile of Qatar Foundation's research activities to the 
level of regional and international contributor  (Focus on niche areas of 
research)

Strategy 3: Identify and initiate another large science base to complement the 
strengths of ongoing biomedical development (Advance the scientific 
knowledge)

Strategy 4: Enhance the communication of R&D activities within Education 
City in order to create more opportunities for research and commercialization 
(Enhance Public-Private Partnership)

Strategy 5: Contribute to the development and training of critical mass of 
scientists and researchers in core science and technology areas (Develop 
Research Personnel)

Qatar Foundation Research - Strategies
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Basic and Fundamental 
Research (University Science 

Research Laboratories or 
Science Centres of Excellence)

Including but not limited to:

Research Pillars

TAMU-Q
Science & Engineering  Research 
Labs 

CMU-Q
IT & Systems Research Labs 

Weill Cornell-Q
Biomedical Research Labs 

Center for Infectious Diseases  

Corporate Research,
Technology Development 

and Commercialization 
(QSTP)

Including but not limited to:

Centre for Applied Nanotechnology  

Centre for Stem Cells Res.

GE, Shell, Rolls Royce, 
Qatar Petroleum, 
Microsoft, iHorizons

Centre for Genomic and 
Proteomics Medicine

VCU-Q
Centre for Research In Design 

Applied Research and 
Development (Applied 
Research Centres of 

Excellence)

Including but not limited to:

Centre for Molecular Imaging 
Research  

Centre for Bioinformatics and 
Data Mining  

Centre for Environmental 
Research  

Chevron, Total, 
ExxonMobil, 
ConocoPhillips

Tata, Qatar Robotic 
Surgery Centre, SMARD, 
Transport Research 
Laboratory
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QF Scientific and Technical Research: Proposed Themes
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Biobank

Biomedical Research Development Map
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Energy Research Development Map
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Environmental Research Development Map

Environmental 
Sustainability

Toxicology
(e.g. Mercury, Lead)

Desert Ecology

Contaminants affecting 
Environment

Contaminants affecting  
Humans

Marine Life

Air Quality

Waste disposals

Bioremediation

Environmental health/ 
epidemiologyClean Water

Plants

Health Care Settings

Experimental psychology

Climate Change Carbon Emissions

Healthy Housing

Endangered Species
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Hamad Medical 
Corporation
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Shafallah



16

Other Research Partners
• Partner: James Baker Institute for Science Policy

- Program: Stem Cell Science and Policy Research

- Objectives: 

� To establish formal advisory panel of experts in the fields of ethics, stem cell 
science and science policy.

� To establish fellowship program for Qatari students and scholars
� To establish research exchange programs with Rice University and Texas 

Medical Center 

� To establish Qatar International Stem Cell Conference series in Doha

• Partner: Royal Society of London

- Program: Science Exchange
- Objectives: 

� Distinguished Lecture Series on a broad array of topics

� International Conferences on Science and Policy Issues concerning energy, 
climate and environment 

� Formation of Scientific Experts Panel in Qatar in areas of biomedical 
sciences and computer sciences 
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Policy Making and Research PlanningPolicy Making and Research Planning

Qatar Supreme Council for Health
QF Research Division

Qatar National Research Fund
Other Fundraisers

Research Research 
PartnersPartners

Research FundingResearch Funding

Research Research 
ImplementersImplementers

�Hospitals and   
Health Care 

Providers
�Scientific and 

Medical
�QSTP

� SIDRA 
� Qatar Biobank
� HMC
� Qatar 

University
� Weill Cornell
� Imperial 

College

Synergy & Synergy & 
Coordination of Coordination of 

National National 
Biomedical Biomedical 
ResearchResearch
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Key Players and their Roles In Creating Synergy
at the National Level (Example: Biomedical Research)
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Advance the national ability to become a major 
contributor of science and technology at regional stage 
and position among the world leaders in patent filings

Enrich people skills and research capabilities through the 
pursuit of cutting edge science in Qatar:

• Specific programmes initiated in year 1 
(New programmes)

• Support other ongoing programmes and initiatives

Phase 1: Pursuit of 
Cutting Edge Science

Achieve significant advancement in niche areas of research and 
ensure  this step forward becomes the growth sectors of tomorrow

2007 2012 2017 20182008 2009 2010 2011 2013 2014 2015 2016 2019 2020 2021 2022

Phase 2: Position Qatar as Major Regional 
Contributor of Science

Phase 3: Become A Magnet for 
Innovative R&D Worldwide

Building 
Qatar’s 
strength from 
Day 1 
progressing  
in parallel
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QF Research - Long Term Vision
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Abdelali Haoudi, Vice President –Research
Tel: +974 4540489
Fax: +974 4540547
Email: OVPR@qf.org.qa
PO Box 5825  
www.qf.edu.qa

Contact

THANK YOU


